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RHONDA MCKENZIE
       EDITOR’SLetter

It’s happening right now. Within and outside the walls of ORAC 
are men, women, boys and girls who are making a difference.  
They who possess an all-consuming innate purpose and are act-

ing upon their passion.  World changers, visionaries, action-driv-
en, passionate, BIG dreamers are the rare traits that are the norm 
among them. 

They are not hidden.  You see them every day. They do not relate 
to or associate with mediocrity.  Without trying, they compel you 
to take mental notes of all of their good habits and make you want 
to adopt their great qualities and become a better version of your-
self.  It is not easy to walk in their shoes without owning the same 
unswerving level of conviction, commitment and work ethics.  

Are you willing to take the first steps toward your God given pur-
pose to respond to your convictions, dream again, adjust your lens-
es to focus on your vision and act upon it? I encourage you to no 
longer remain silent!  In doing so, you will not need to walk in 
their shoes.  You can walk in your own shoes and influence your 
world one person at a time.

Speaking of world changers and visionaries, check out in these 
pages “Beating the Odds - The Resilient Chandler Edwards” (see 
pg. 40 and “Raising A Champion” (see pg. 26).  I hope you find 
this year’s edition Impactful and Inspiring.

From all of us at the Oracle, we wish you all of God’s best in at-
taining your goals.  Remember to live life to the fullest every day!  
In so doing, you will be one step closer to fulfilling your dream in 
making this world a much better place.

Enjoy every page!

Rhonda McKenzie
Editor in Chief

Kudos
to all WORLD CHANGERS!
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BISHOP A. THOMAS, SENIOR PASTOR AND FIRST LADY EVAN THOMAS
PASTORFrom The

How incredible to acknowledge that what began as a small 
step has grown into a thirty-seven year journey. In retro-
spect, I can only imagine what could have happened if 

brave men and women did not take that single step. 

Once again we dutifully pause to celebrate thirty-seven years of 
ministry and are bound with grateful hearts to give all the credit 
to the Lord Jesus who has led us all the way. In the words of Joel 
Osteen, “We made up our mind that no matter what comes our 
way, no matter how difficult, no matter how unfair, we will do 
more than simply survive. We will thrive in spite of it all.”

Indeed, there were many challenges but through God we over-
came them all. Consequently, now more than ever we are poised 
for greater things. To each individual who calls ORAC your 
home please be assured that this assembly would not be what 
it is without your invaluable contribution of time, talent, and fi-
nances. It is doubtless to say that you will be rewarded by God 
here on earth and beyond.

As we continue to zoom in and focus on our future ministry to 
the community of Mount Vernon and beyond, we are believing 
God for a great harvest of souls into His Kingdom.  Certainly, the 
conditions of our time are conducive to Kingdom building as re-
inforced by the word of God in Romans 5:20 which states, “But 
where sin abounded grace did much more abound.” Therefore, 
we will be intentional in our outreach efforts while trusting the 
Lord to make up the difference. 

As we position ourselves to relocate to our new campus, I en-
courage everyone to embrace the vision with your financial re-
sources and prayerful support as together we will advance the 
Kingdom of God.

Lady Thomas and I are very appreciative for the opportunity to 
serve.

“But where sin 
abounded grace 
did much more 

abound.”
Romans 5:20
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Anniversaries are times of great joy as we reflect on the past and look 
forward to the future. Therefore, with a heart filled with thanks-
giving I pause to celebrate and thank the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

has guided us through this journey.  I know assuredly that without Him we 
would not have made it this far.  

It has been an exciting experience working as the Pastor’s Executive Secre-
tary for the past 16 years and count it an honor and a privilege to work in the 
Kingdom of God in this capacity.  I can safely say I cannot predict what the 
day will bring as each day begins with new things to accomplish.   We can 
have a baptism on any given day or pray through someone to the infilling of 
the Holy Ghost.  I always look forward to being of assistance to the man of 
God and to God’s people.   

ORAC has been a lighthouse in the Mt. Vernon community for 37 years, 
guiding many from darkness into the glorious Light; Jesus Christ. I have 
seen many lives changed and transformed and for that I thank God!  The 
word of God encourages us to “Give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: 
for His mercy endures forever.” (Psalm 107:1) The song writer, Fanny 
Crosby penned it well, “All the way my Savior leads me what have I to 
ask beside? Can I doubt His tender mercy? Who through life has been my 
guide?”   We have confidence in our God who has brought us thus far and 
will continue to lead us forward.  
 
Congratulations ORAC!

ANNIVERSARY GREETING

ELESIA LAWRENCE
Executive Secretary

“Give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: for His 
mercy endures forever.”  

(Psalm 107:1)
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Be Ye Steadfast
REV. PAUL BAILEY

ORAC and MINISTRY

The Corinthian church mem-
bers were at a crucial point 
in their walk with God.  

Competing factions had devel-
oped among them and gross im-
morality was being overlooked or 
tolerated. Pride and arrogance had 
set in and false doctrine was tak-
ing root and spreading.  This was 
shocking to the apostle Paul who 
first preached Christ unto them.  
This church also had the benefit 
of being taught by other apos-
tles including Peter and Apollos. 
They were singularly blessed with 
many spiritual gifts and undoubt-
edly had seen many miracles and 
heard many spiritual mysteries.  
Yet, they were straying from the 
fundamental tenets of the gospel, 
corrupting the essential practices 
of the Christian life. Consequent-
ly, they were fast losing their faith 
in the hope of the Lord’s return, 
and were in danger of losing their 
salvation. 

In chapter 15 of 1st Corinthians, the 
apostle reiterated the foundation-
al truths on which the power and 
effectiveness of the gospel stands. 
Early in the chapter he made it clear 
that the gospel that he delivered to 
them was of PRIMARY importance. 
“For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to 
the scriptures; And that he was bur-
ied, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures:” 
(vv3-4) The Corinthian brethren 
were being influenced by some that 
were teaching that there is no res-
urrection from the dead, (v15). In 
verses 13-22, the apostle rebutted 
this false teaching, reasoning from 
nature, common sense and Scrip-
ture.  We should note carefully how 
the apostle linked salvation to the 
keeping of the doctrine;  “More-
over, brethren, I declare unto you 
the gospel which I preached unto 
you, which also ye have received, 

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in 

vain in the Lord."  1 Corinthians 15:58 (KJV)

and wherein ye stand; By which also 
ye are saved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain.” (vv1-2)

We are faced with similar challeng-
es to those faced by the Corinthi-
ans; compromised faith, challenges 
to the veracity of the word of God 
and lost hope in the second com-
ing evidenced by falling away from 
steadfastness.  Many are chasing 
their own lusts, heaping to them-
selves teachers, having itching ears. 
(2 Timothy 4:3 KJV)  The NET ver-
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sion translates “itching ears” as hav-
ing an insatiable desire to hearing 
new things.  Sadly, some are in peril 
of losing their salvation because of 
gospel “fads”.  

In our subject text quoted above, we 
are admonished to be fixed in one 
direction, firm in purpose, unwaver-
ing and resolute in the work of the 
Lord.  Clearly one cannot be passive 
or laid-back to achieve steadfast-
ness. Instead, one must be proactive 
and alert to the distractions that lead 
to lethargy and complacency.  Let 
us therefore be steadfast in holiness; 
separation from the world and dedi-
cation to God.  Be steadfast in love; 
our love for God and our fellowmen. 
Be steadfast in purity; freedom from 
inappropriate lifestyle that compro-
mises our integrity. Be steadfast in 
endurance; keep on going despite 
the odds.

We are also admonished to be un-
movable, firmly planted in faith, in 
hope and in doctrine.  Our faith is 
constantly tested by trials, tempta-
tions and disappointments, but re-
member that the proof of our faith 

is “more precious than perishable 
gold” and in the end “will bring 
praise and glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed.”  (1 Peter 
1:7 NET)  Let us be firm in the 
hope that we have in Jesus.  The 
promised reward that “our labor 
is not in vain,” must be what mo-
tivates us to keep our hope alive.  
Hebrews 6:19 reminds us that “this 
hope is an anchor for the soul…” 
It should also motivate us to con-
tinue to stand on the foundation-
al truth of the apostolic doctrine.  
Do not be upended by the stormy 
winds of false teaching that blow 
ferociously against us.  We must 
stand our ground, as sound doc-
trine is crucial to our growth and 
salvation.  2 Peter 3:17 tells us to 
“be on our guard so that we may 
not be carried away by the error 
of the lawless and fall from your 
secure position.”

Finally, always abounding or ex-
celling; not waning or sidetracked, 
but consistently flourishing in the 
work of the Lord;   “forasmuch as 
ye know that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord.”

“For I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also 
received, how that Christ 
died for our sins according 
to the scriptures; And that he 
was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day according 
to the scriptures:”

“Moreover, brethren, I de-
clare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, 
and wherein ye stand; By 
which also ye are saved, if 
ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain.”

“Be on your guard so that we 
may not be carried away by 
the error of the lawless and 
fall from your secure posi-
tion.”
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DR. VICTOR NYARKO
Powerful Impact!

ORAC and MINISTRY

A life well-lived, is one lived 
for the sake of others. If 
you live your life to pos-

itively impact others, even long 
after you have passed on from 
this life, you will continue to live 
through the influence and impact 
you made on others.

Ancient Jewish wisdom has it 
that “we love the people we give 
to more than the people who give 
to us”. This is because while in 
almost all cases, it takes sacrifice 
to give, on the other hand it takes 
no sacrifice at all to receive. Also, 
giving to people proves that one is 
willing to sacrifice their resources 
solely for the benefit of others.  

This may seem contrary to modern 
day conventional wisdom where-
by self-centeredness has become 
the order of the day. That’s why 
more and more, we are seeing the 
influx of self-promotion, self-im-
age, self-help, self-actualization, 
and self-worth books, videos and 
presentations on the market. On 

the contrary, isn’t it interesting 
to note that the central theme of 
the good news Jesus preached 
was on self-denial? Jesus said; “If 
any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his 
cross….”  ‘Taking up the cross’ 
represents bearing the burden of 
others and being sensitive to their 
needs, especially of those who are 
not fortunate enough to possess 
the gifts and talents that are at our 
disposal.       

It’s very appalling to know that 
the people with most influence in 
today’s society are not those with 
good and godly character that oth-
ers can emulate but rather those 
who have accumulated a lot of 
wealth regardless of how it was 
acquired and how they lived. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. in one of his 
speeches looked forward to a day 
when people will not be judged by 
the color of their skin but by the 
content of their character. To add 
to this, I pray for a day when peo-
ple shall not be respected and have 

Don’t spend your life planning to 
die...Spend it planning to live by 

inspiring, influencing and impacting 
others who cross your path.

influence over others simply by the 
amount of money they have acquired 
but rather by the good character and 
values they lived by.         

Here is the litmus test as to how wor-
thy your life on earth has been. Has 
your life inspired others to press on, 
even if you did not achieve all your 
aspirations? Has your life influenced 
others to go in the right direction even 
if there were flaws at times in your 
own life? Has your life impacted oth-
ers indelibly even though at times it 
was imperfect? 

After the Patriarch Isaac had eaten 
the sumptuous meal he claimed he 
wanted to eat before dying, do you 
realized that he lived for another 20 
years? Don’t spend your life planning 
to die. That is certainly not wisdom. 
Spend it planning to live by inspiring, 
influencing and impacting others who 
cross your path. No matter how long 
you are favored by God to live upon 
the surface of this earth, you have not 
lived until you have lived to inspire, 
influence and impact others.
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Called for Such 
a Time as This!
DERRON MCCREATH

ORAC and MINISTRY

The mandate of the Church is “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” (Mark 16:15) This mandate, which 

is embraced by the United Pentecostal Church Inter-
national has been coined, “Bringing the whole gos-
pel to the whole world and by the whole Church,” 
putting in sharp focus the need for us to evangelize 
the whole world. The expected result of this com-
mand is that we will fulfill the Scripture according 
to Matthew 24:14, “And the gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations; and then shall the end come.”

Importantly, when we examine the events that are 
occurring locally and globally, we can confidently 
conclude that we are in the last days! As the prophet 
declared in Isaiah 60:2, “...darkness shall cover the 
earth and gross darkness the people.” We are see-
ing the fulfillment today. Many people with whom 
we interact are spiritually blind, they know nothing 
about God. The darkness of idolatry, false doctrine, 
and false worship has covered their faces like a thick 
cloud, so dense that light cannot penetrate.

Nevertheless, the Lord, our God has risen upon His peo-
ple like the sun so that His glory can be seen and the 
darkness on the earth can be dispelled. We were in dark-
ness, until Jesus gave us the light of His Spirit. With this 
light, God has positioned us to serve with Him in build-
ing His Kingdom, which is an everlasting Kingdom. The 
Lord did not put us where we are to get caught up in 
earthly matters and enjoy temporal things. Though we 
may use the nation of Israel as our time-piece, we should 
not allow ourselves to be carried away with prophecy at 
the expense of building a solid relationship with God. 
Our purpose is to also fulfill the mandate by persuading 
men everywhere to repent.

We often miss our Kingdom assignment because our 
central focus is not on the things of the everlasting King-
dom.  Such was the case with Esther, who thought she 
was not able to make a difference. Her excuse was that 
approaching the king without being called is sure death 
unless he extends the golden scepter. However, Morde-
cai, her uncle sent another message to her, insisting that 
her lineage would be discovered and she too would sure-
ly die unless she acted now! The outcome of her obedi-
ence and determination resulted in an entire nation being 
spared death by the hands of a wicked conspirator.

In our culture, we are faced with a similar situation and 
we all must answer this question: Have I done my best 
for Jesus? The 2nd verse of the hymn entitled ‘I won-
der Have I Done My Best For Jesus’, written by Edwin 
Young states:
The hours that I have wasted are so many
The hours I’ve spent for Christ so few
Because of all my lack of love for Jesus
I wonder if His heart is breaking too
I wonder have I cared enough for others
Or have I let them to die alone?
I might have helped a wanderer to the savior
The seed of precious life I might have sown

Today, God has called us, “For such a time as this!” He 
has also equipped us to accomplish our assigned tasks 
for His Kingdom. Let us therefore not be discouraged 
or fearful in heart, but trust God and keep our eyes fixed 
upon Him. This is our moment and it is our time to do 
great exploits for Him because He has called us to His 
Kingdom for such a time as this!
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Life Beyond Conversion
JENNIFER POWELL

ORAC and MINISTRY

It was tragedy that brought me into relationship with 
the Lord.  After the death of my loved one I fell in 
a great pit, into the enveloping darkness of the un-

known, desiring not to live.  In the darkness of my de-
spair God was thinking of me even though I could not 
see Him.  Like Job, I felt He was nowhere to be found.  
However, He prepared Brother Desmond Ormsby and 
Sister Andrea Williams for me, like He prepared Barn-
abas for Saul.  It was through their Home Bible Study 
ministry with a friend that I made the decision to visit 
the Oneness Rehoboth Apostolic Church (ORAC).  At 
the very first visit God miraculously filled me with the 
Holy Ghost!  It was a life changing experience that I 
cherish until this day.  Through the continued nurtur-
ing of the discipleship class I developed a desire and 
hunger for a relationship with God and a love for His 
Word. Today I stand as a testimony that Jesus saves 
keeps and satisfies.  I can sing along with the Psalmist, 
“Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: 
thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with 
gladness; To the end that my glory may sing praise 

unto you and not be silent.  O LORD my God, I will 
give thanks unto thee forever.” (Psalm 30:11-12)
   
The conversion from unbeliever to believer can happen 
in any situation and there are no limits to the way a per-
son can be saved.  Whether through distress, broken-
ness, the loss of a loved one, curiosity or a mere church 
visit for a baby dedication, the journey begins after the 
initial conversion experience.  Life beyond conversion 
is DISCIPLESHIP – a high calling that must be made 
a reality.  Bonhoeffer states, “Christianity without dis-
cipleship is always Christianity without Christ.  It re-
mains an abstract idea ... There is trust in God, but no 
following of Christ. ... The disciple places himself at 
the Master’s disposal, but at the same time retains the 
right to dictate his own terms.  But then discipleship is 
no longer discipleship, but a program of our own to be 
arranged to suit ourselves, and to be judged in accor-
dance with the standards of rational ethic.” (Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship, pp. 64, 66-67)

The mission of the New Converts Care Ministry is 
summed up in Matthew 28:19-20.  In these verses we 
are admonished to reach, baptize and teach.  The New 
Converts Care ministry is the third arm, “Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you…”  Based on this Scripture we are called to reach 
and teach for changed lives.  We cannot be content to 
reach and leave but reach and teach.  Growth and de-
velopment take time, learning takes practice.  Disciple-
ship is a journey and true conversion is a continuous 
process.  Our desire is that discipleship will result in a 
God- changing life that comes from receiving “A new 
heart and a new spirit” (Ezekiel 36:26).  Our role is to 
help our converts grow and mature to the level where 
they are able to welcome spiritual growth as a natural 
part of their Christian journey as well as being able to 
disciple others. 

In the book of Acts, Luke admonishes Theophilus about 
all that Jesus began to do and teach. (Acts 1:1)  The Dis-
cipleship Ministry is of immense importance because 
of its incomparable value to those being discipled.  Due 
to a lack of discipleship, many Christians remain in a 
stage of spiritual immaturity for many years.  Every 
New Convert needs a spiritual guardian.  As parents 
in the physical realm instruct, protect, and provide for 
the child’s growth, likewise in the spiritual realm, an 

Mentors cannot lean on the wisdom of 
other teachers.  Their authority must 
come from Jesus Christ.  (Mark 1:22)



   11

ORAC and MINISTRY
atmosphere for growth and devel-
opment must be fostered.  A child’s 
character is shaped to a significant 
degree by parental discipleship and 
discipline.  The disciplinarian does 
what is best for the child.  A baby 
does not realize the need for a crib 
and will throw tantrums for the 
rails to come down.  The guardian 
however, understands the impor-
tance of the rails and maintains a 
safety approach.  Growth is essen-
tial and should be constant for an 
individual who is born again.  That 
newly converted person needs to 
understand that because he or she 
is a new creature in Christ, certain 
patterns of living must be changed. 
The loving and gentle correction of 
the Discipleship ministry can pro-
vide the guidance needed. 
 
Most of Christendom today place 
prime importance on the wisdom of 
man rather than on divine wisdom.  
They tend to worship the creature 
more than the creator and seek ra-
tional ways to solve problems.  The 
church is not built on secularism or 
humanism but on the Rock which 
is Christ Jesus.  According to Scott, 
“Without the Holy Spirit, Christian 
discipleship would be incompara-
ble, even impossible.  There can 
be no life without the life-giver, no 
understanding without the Spirit of 
Truth, no fellowship without the 
unity of the Spirit, no Christ-like-
ness of character apart from His 
fruit and no effective witness with-
out His power.  As a body without 
breath is a corpse, so the church 
without the Spirit is dead.”  (John 
Scott, Famousquotes.com)
The Discipleship ministry is 
of great value to the church.  It 
strengthens the church body and 

perpetuates God’s work by devel-
oping godly leaders in the church.  
“Most often those who have been 
discipled and directed into minis-
try, rise to some level of leadership. 
Invariably the consequence for lack 
of discipleship often leads to empty 
pews.  Churches that do not disci-
ple will dissolve.  The ministry of 
discipleship is essential in order for 
the church to continue as a strong, 
dynamic, working fellowship of 
believers who adhere to and perpet-
uate the truth.”  (Allen Hadidian, 
Discipleship: Helping Other Chris-
tians Grow, pp.18-19)
The Apostle Paul exhorted Timothy 
to persevere in correcting because 
it is imperative that they know the 

truth.  Although they might pres-
ently oppose the truth, Paul’s hope 
was that they would finally come to 
their senses.  Timothy’s persistence 
in correcting, training and disci-
plining them might enable them to 
“escape the snare of the devil.”  (2 
Timothy 2:26)  The aim of correct-
ing is REPENTANCE or a change 
of thinking.  Yielding to correction 
brings about soberness and the dis-
ciple is not easily led away by the 
error of the wicked and every wind 
of doctrine.   The LORD is echoing 
to the church the same sentiments 
today like that of Ezekiel’s day, 

“Tell them whether they hear or 
forbear.” (Ezekiel 2:7)

True spiritual growth occurs 
over time, through sound, con-
sistent teaching and the applica-
tion of God’s word.  Confidence 
and a sense of stability come 
from living the truth.  Disci-
ples should know the truth, de-
part from the error of the wick-
ed, and continue to grow in the 
grace and knowledge of Jesus. 
(2 Peter 3:17-18)  Discipleship is 
living every day to the glory of 
God in front of others, inviting 
them to join you on the journey.  
A new Christian needs to build 
up spiritual resistance which is 
done through the word of God.  
Hadidian states that, “Unfortu-
nately, the immature Christian 
has very little knowledge of the 
word of God, which makes them 
defenseless.  Thus, the immature 
Christian can be compared to a 
quarter back with no blockers.  
Ephesians 6:13 says “Take up 
the full armor of God, that you 
may be able to resist,” but the 
new Christian has very little ar-
mor.  In a sense, he is practically 
naked.  He has the helmet of sal-
vation and a very tiny shield of 
faith, but that is about it.  That is 
why discipleship is important.” 
( Hadidian, p.15)  The disciple-
ship ministry spiritually dresses 
up the immature Christian.

Every new convert starts out as 
a spiritual infant, oblivious to 
what this new world is all about 
and ignorant of the rules in their 
new spiritual life.  The spiritual 
infant grows into the spiritual 
child who desires independence 
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Kept  Praying 
NATALIE SPENCE

ORAC and MINISTRY

The events in the book of Acts 
were set during the period 
when Christianity and the 

church were on the rise, following 
the resurrection of Jesus.   This led 
to the persecution of the church 
and the arrest and imprisonment 
of believers, including the disci-
ples and apostles. Acts 12 records 
one such incident that resulted in 
the arrest and imprisonment of the 
Apostle Peter.   However, while he 
was imprisoned, “prayer was made 
without ceasing of the church for 
him” (verse 5) or as this article’s ti-
tle states, the church kept praying. 

The first question that needs to be 
asked as we examine the title is 
who or what is the church?  Often 
when we hear the word “church” 
we think brick and mortar.  We 
think of a building or an organiza-
tional structure.  Our thoughts pri-
marily center on a physical struc-
ture, and secondarily, if at all, on 
people.  However, the church is 
first and foremost the body of Je-
sus Christ (Ephesians 5:30).  The 
body is comprised of individual 
members that collectively form the 
church (1 Corinthians 12:12).   

The Greek word ekklēsia is trans-
lated church and is a combina-
tion of two words.  The first “ek,” 
means out of; from; away from.  
The second word “kaleō,” means 
to call; to invite.  The church then 
is a group or an assembly of people 
who have been called out; called 
out of sin and invited to sit with 
Christ Jesus in heavenly realms. 
(Ephesians 2:6)  The church, ac-
cording to Ephesians 1:23, is the 
“fullness of him that filleth all in 
all.”  It is the body of Jesus in the 

earth today, having all His author-
ity.  This authority flows, not from 
the building but from the members 
individually and collectively.   

The second question for consid-
eration is what is prayer? The an-
swer is often, “talking to God.”  
That response, though accurate, 
is incomplete. The question that 
begs to be answered; since God is 
omniscient, what is the purpose of 
prayer? What does it accomplish?  
To get a more complete answer to 
the question, let us examine the 
first time in Scripture where prayer 
is referenced as an act of talking to 
God.   

In Genesis 20, Abraham traveled 
to Gerar. While there he told King 
Abimelech that Sarah was his sis-
ter instead of his wife.   Abimelech 
took Sarah not knowing the whole 
truth.  God later confronted Abi-
melech in a dream and told him to 
return the man’s wife.  Genesis 20:7 
states, “Now therefore, restore the 
man’s wife; for he is a prophet, and 
he will pray for you and you shall 
live. But if you do not restore her, 
know that you shall surely die, you 
and all who are yours.” (NKJV) 

The omniscient God says to man, 

AND THE Church

pray, and then He declares what 
will be the outcome if prayer is 
made. What then is prayer and what 
does it accomplish?  The definition 
of the word translated prayer in 
verse 7 is, “to intervene, interpose, 
to mediate, to intercede.”  Oxford 
dictionary defines prayer as, “A 
solemn request for help or expres-
sion of thanks addressed to God or 
another deity.”  Both definitions 
help us to answer the question, 
what is prayer?  However, to gain 
a more complete understanding of 
prayer we need to understand what 
prayer accomplishes.  From the 
first reference in Genesis 20:7, we 
see that prayer restores.  The Lord 
told Abimelech that when prayer 
is offered, “you shall live.”  As we 
read further in verses 17 and 18, 
“So, Abraham prayed to God; and 
God healed Abimelech, his wife, 
and his female servants.  Then 
they bore children; for the LORD 
had closed up all the wombs of the 
house of Abimelech because of 
Sarah, Abraham’s wife.” 

It is apparent from these verses that 
up to this point, there was barren-
ness in the life of Abimelech.  But 
when prayer was made, it brought 
restoration.  It opened what was 
closed.  It loosed oppression.  It 
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Life Beyond Conversion (cont’d)
JENNIFER POWELL

ended a season of lack.  God required prayer as a prereq-
uisite to doing what is in His power to do.   

Acts 12 records a dire situation, and the church kept pray-
ing.  Death was certain for Peter, but the church, the ek-
klēsia, prayed and kept praying.  As a result, earthly legis-
lation was reversed (verses 6, 11).  Angelic assistance was 
released (verse 7).  Bonds and chains were loosed (verses 
6-7). Illumination came into the place of imprisonment 
(verse 7).  Divine direction was received (verse 8).  Prison 
doors were opened (verse 10).  Peter had a Psalm 126:1 
experience.  When his captivity was turned, he thought 
it was a vision (verse 9).  When the people of God pray 
there will be a shift.  There will be deliverance (verse 11). 

When the body comes together in unity and prays, a com-
manded blessing is released.  When the church prays, 
prayer becomes a weapon of war that can demolish in-
stitutional strongholds and demonic plans in the earth.  
This is demonstrated in 2 Chronicles 7:14. “If my people, 
which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin, and will heal their land.” 
 
God desires His body in the earth, the church, to partner 
with Him in and through prayer to release the will of His 
kingdom on earth.  “God’s will is like the water of a river 
and our prayer is like a channel.” (Watchman Nee, The 
Prayer Ministry of the Church)  The church is meant to be 
the conduit through which the purpose of God flows and 
is fulfilled in the earth.  Again, the church is not a build-
ing.  It’s not a place or a thing.  It is a people.  Therefore, 
the strength of the church’s Prayer Ministry rests upon the 
strength of each member’s personal prayer life. 

“The prayers of God’s saints are a great factor, a supreme 
factor, in carrying forward God’s work, with facility and 
in time. When the Church is in the condition of prayer, 
God’s cause always flourishes and His kingdom on earth 
always triumphs. When the Church fails to pray, corrup-
tion and evil of every kind prevails. In other words, God 
works through the prayers of His people, and when they 
fail him at this point, decline and deadness ensue.” (The 
Weapon of Prayer, E. M. Bounds) 

Oh, that men would pray!

but still needs continued parenting.  At this 
stage of the journey, the Discipleship min-
istry assigns a mentor to the disciple.   A 
mentor is a wise and trustworthy person 
who is an influential supporter of the dis-
ciple.

Mentoring is intended to enhance personal 
growth through the sharing of experienc-
es and wisdom and to offer a framework 
for teaching and modeling values and life 
skills.
It is imperative that the mentor sets a godly 
example by demonstrating a lifestyle that 
is worth reproducing.  No one is perfect 
but the mentor must reach a point in his or 
her walk with Christ at which he/she has 
something to impart to the new Christian.

Mentors cannot lean on the wisdom of 
other teachers.  Their authority must 
come from Jesus Christ.  (Mark 1:22)

Paul’s exemplary mentoring of Timothy 
lent selfless support that at times operated 
from behind the scenes, often unnoticed 
but very effective.   Paul’s own spiritual 
training was one of the very best avail-
able.  He continually disciplined himself 
to fight and to follow God’s calling.  He 
forced himself to maintain the strenuous, 
consistent practice needed for success.  His 
overwhelming passion was to fulfill his 
ministry at all costs, to stay faithful to the 
“fight” to the very end.  In doing so, Paul 
provided an ideal model for all Christians 
striving to become champions. (1 Corinthi-
ans 9:16-27)
 
Discipleship is a lifestyle, a journey 
which leads toward eternal life.
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Born and raised in Mount Vernon, educated in the Mount 
Vernon School System and a graduate of Mount Vernon 
High School, Rev. Dr. Darren M. Morton is a man of 
many talents, specifically in Social Action, Urban Minis-
try, College Administration, Student Development, and 
Leadership. Whether in the church, his community, a 
college campus or in a boardroom, he constantly works 
to strengthen families and enhance the lives of young 
people of all races and nationalities. He is heavily in-
volved in civic and social endeavors specifically affect-
ing youth and the underprivileged of all ages.

Pastor Morton is the 7th Pastor and religious leader of the 
Macedonia Baptist Church in Mount Vernon, New York, 
where he received his conversion and baptism. His love 
of God brought him to the pulpit in 1994, under the tute-
lage, of the great Reverend Dr. Richard H. Dixon, Jr. and 
was ordained in 1997. In 2009, during a transition peri-
od for his home church, Macedonia, he accepted the re-
quest to serve as Interim Pastor where he also continues 
to serve with the Vacation Bible School and other church 

programs as needed. Previously he served as an Associate 
Minister and Youth Minister for 15 years, Assistant Sun-
day School Superintendent and Executive Director of the 
Macedonia Baptist Church Mentoring Program.

For decades, Pastor Morton, product of the urban culture 
has focused his community efforts on the interplay be-
tween faith and education. Most recently, he served as the 
Associate Vice President for Student Affairs and Director 
of the Vincentian Institute for Social Action, (VISA) at St. 
John’s University in Queens, NY. In addition to his many 
community efforts, he has served as an Adjunct Instructor 
for the School of Education, St. John’s University, and 
currently serves as an Adjunct Assistant Professor for the 
Graduate School at the College of New Rochelle.

As a Civic Leader, he serves the community as: Chairman 
of the Education Committee for the United Black Clergy 
of Westchester. He is a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-
ternity, Inc. where he has maintained active membership 
since 1987, holding numerous leadership and committee 
appointments, including 24th Eastern Region Vice Pres-
ident/National Board Member (2001-2005), NY District 
Director, Eastern Region Executive Director, and most 
recent Chairman of National Intake Taskforce. Addition-
ally, he serves as the Chairman and CEO of the William 
Ross Education Foundation, the 501c3 organization for 
the Eastern Region of Alpha Phi Alpha and Chairman of 
the Wesley Parrott Youth Programs, St. Albans, NY. Rev. 
Morton is a graduate of Hofstra, where he received his 
Bachelor of Business Administration; St. John’s Universi-
ty where he received a Masters of Education; and St. John 
Fisher College, where he earned a Doctorate of Educa-
tion. In addition, he is a graduate of Tabernacle Bible In-
stitute and Manhattan Bible Institute and has taken grad-
uate theology courses at St. John’s University. He travels 
the nation with a message that the appropriate education, 
adequate social development and unique leadership skills 
serve as a springboard for success.

Rev. Morton is the proud father of three adult children: 
Coleman, Chakka and Daniel and eleven grandchildren..

Bishop and Lady Thomas, on behalf of all the members  of 
the ORAC family, honor Bishop Morton for the remark-
able way in which he continues to touch lives and impact 
his community.  Congratulations on being the recipient of 
the Civic Award for 2019.

REV. DR. DARREN 
M. MORTON

SENIOR PASTOR 
Minister 
Educator 

Youth Advocate 
&

Community 
Leader

PEOPLE and PLACES

AWARDEE
CIVIC
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PEOPLE and PLACES
POSITIONS: Director of Transportation - Oneness Rehoboth Apostol-
ic Church,  Member Board of Directors, ORAC

VOCATION: President, K. Henry Remodeling, Inc.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: Remodeling to include: Painting, 
Tiling and Carpentry  

Summary: Minister Kenneth Henry has been affiliated with the ORAC 
family for 20 years. He sits on the Board of Directors and has been en-
trusted with critical components of our ministry. As the Director of trans-
portation, one has to be very knowledgeable of traffic laws and adhere 
to strict driving codes. Also, in this role he coordinates and builds the 
schedule for designated drivers, to ensure that the transportation needs 
are adequately met. Minister Henry also maintains the safe operation of 
all our buses and has been instrumental in the upkeep and physical pre-
sentation. He also provides oversight to all greeters and ushers, which 
comprises of approximately 35 volunteers. His management techniques 
have been successful in execution. His role enables our church to accom-
plish our goal, which is to embrace all our visitors with professionalism 
and warmth.  

Minister Henry is also proficient when it comes to the knowledge of the 
word of God. He is gifted in imparting lessons in a practical manner and 
is often called upon to lecture in our General Bible Studies. He has a 
strong passion for those who are less fortunate, particularly those phys-
ically restricted by illnesses. He along with his group, visit surrounding 
nursing homes and rehab sites taking the word of God to them.
He loves people and understands quite well the Mission of our church 
and as such he spends a lot of his time, volunteering via teaching and 
encouraging others.

Outside of the religious scope, Minister Henry also brings to the table 
excellent remodeling talent. His training and knowledge in this field has 
served our assembly quite well. However, his chief aspiration is to be 
vital in the development of our Church and to continue to work in Out-
reach Ministry. He is never afraid to embrace challenges and his thirst to 
gain and share knowledge will no doubt continue to flow over into our 
community. 

The Oneness Rehoboth Apostolic Church has been tremendously blessed 
with those who will avail themselves consistently to be used by the Lord. 
Bro Kenneth Henry is one of those who have given time, energy and re-
sources to enhance God’s kingdom.  Bishop and Lady Thomas as well as 
the entire church body want to congratulate you  on being the recipient of 
the Pillar of the Church Award 2019.

Minister 
Kenneth Henry
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All Nations Apostolic Tabernacle (ANAT) is a thriving church 
that serves over 600 members in the heart of the cosmopolitan 
community of Jamaica, New York. The leader of that team is 
Senior Pastor Devon D. Dawson, a native of the island nation 
of Jamaica, West Indies, and a citizen of the United States of 
America.

Rev. Dawson, who is also the Superintendent of the St. Lou-
is, MO based United Pentecostal Church International (UPCI) 
New York Metro District, has been an ordained minister with 
the UPCI for 43 years. Following his graduation, with honors, 
from the Caribbean Bible Institute (CBI), in Kingston, Jamaica, 
on March 21, 1971, Pastor Dawson has committed his whole life 
to the ministry of the gospel in various countries of the world.

His journey as a minister began in his own home learning and 
serving at the feet of his father, Pastor Laurel Dawson, an ap-
ostolic preacher who ministered for 60 years. His first formal 
assignment following graduation from CBI was in the parish of 
St. Thomas, leading a small congregation. From there he went 
on to lay the groundwork and pastor the Life Tabernacle Church 
(LTC), UPC of Jamaica in east Kingston, an assembly which 
remains in existence presently.

On January 12, 1974, he married his best friend Joy, and con-
tinued to serve as pastor of LTC. In March1976, Pastor Dawson 
and his wife were commissioned to be missionaries to the nation 
of Guyana, South America by the UPC of Jamaica in collabora-
tion with the United Pentecostal Church International.

On April 19, 1976, Pastor Dawson, his wife Joy and 5-month 
old daughter Kesha, arrived in Guyana to begin their assignment 
to that nation. While evangelism and church planting was their 
primary task, the establishment of the National Organization had 
to be addressed. This involved the setting up of the organization-
al structure, the administrative structure, and the legal structure, 
as well as the ministerial training institution.

After 17.5 years in Guyana, 15 churches were established; the 
Apostolic Bible Institute – the training arm for the ministers - 
was created; the entire constituents within the denomination 
numbered approximately 3,500; and there were 32 licensed 
and ordained ministers. The seeds that were planted continue to 
flourish and bear fruit to this day.
During the last 5 years of his 17.5-year stint in Guyana, Rev. 
Dawson’s responsibilities were extended to the country of 

PEOPLE and PLACES

Bishop 
Devon D. Dawson

AWARDEE
RELIGIOUS
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Trinidad and Tobago. The assignment in 
Trinidad and Tobago was to continue to 
build on the foundation that was laid in 
this region by the previous missionar-
ies. In addition, his duties were extended 
to include the institution of the National 
Organization in that nation, establish the 
Bible College, as well as church planting. 
At their departure, eight churches were 
established, and the Bible school was ful-
ly operational.

The Establishment of All Nations Apos-
tolic Tabernacle

Similar to the Apostle Paul’s response to 
the Macedonian call, Pastor Dawson said, 
“Yes” when the ripened mission field of 
New York City [NYC] summoned him. 
Guided by Jesus’ commission to “preach 
the gospel to all nations,” this visionary 
accepted the mantle of under-shepherd 
and the All Nations Apostolic Tabernacle 
[ANAT] located in Jamaica, New York 

PEOPLE and PLACES
was birthed. With a small, but 
determined membership of 32 
saints, ANAT held its first Sun-
day service on December 5, 
1993, approximately one week 
after arriving in NYC. 

ANAT’s journey evidences 
what God will do when we are 
in His will. Under Pastor Daw-
son’s obedience to God, ANAT’s 
membership quickly grew to 
over 400 attendees in under one 
year. ANAT outgrew its tempo-
rary home, mobilizing Pastor 
Dawson to seek for a bigger and 
permanent sanctuary.  Following 
their leader, the members rallied 
behind Pastor Dawson raising 
enough funds (supplemented by 
a loan) to acquire the long es-
tablished First Baptist Church 
of Jamaica building (founded in 
1869) located directly across the 
street from the YMCA. Today, 
we celebrate, as members and 
guests enjoy this 600-seat edi-
fice. He understood that church 
has a spiritual as well as an op-
erational side; hence, at the City 
University of New York - York 
College campus, he pursued a 
course in Religious Administra-
tion.

This course was, in part, spon-
sored by the Jamaica Business 
Resource Center [JBRC] a non-
profit organization for small 
businesses. With his newly-ac-
quired knowledge, a business 
plan was drafted with the JBRC, 
which led to the purchase of our 
current property—89-28 Par-
sons Boulevard, Jamaica, NY. 
His exemplary achievement and 
business acumen earned Pastor 

Dawson JBRC’s client of the 
year awards: 1999 and 2006. 
Pastor Dawson was also fea-
tured in the Newsday, a daily 
NYC paper. Of noteworthy im-
portance is the fact that this said 
business plan was distributed 
to several major banks, Chase, 
CITI, and the then Fleet. Today, 
his picture adorns the foyer of 
the nearby Carver Bank.

Pastor Dawson plays a key role 
in determining the organization-
al thrust of United Pentecostal 
churches in the New York Metro 
area. But, underscoring that re-
sponsibility is his desire to lead 
by example. At the most recent 
32nd Annual NYMD Confer-
ence, Pastor Dawson ordained 
three ministers. Everyone was 
moved when he knelt down and 
washed the right foot of each of 
the ministers—obeying Jesus’ 
instructions to His disciples: “If 
I then, your Lord and Teach-
er, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another’s 
feet” (John 13:14–17). To the 
best of everyone knowledge (in-
cluding UPCI-HQ representa-
tives), this had never been done 
before. When asked why he did 
it, Pastor Dawson replied that 
this was the prompting of the 
Lord.

- Bishop and Lady Thomas and 
the entire congregation of the 
Oneness Rehoboth Apostolic 
Church salute Bishop Dawson 
on his dedicated service and 
commitment to advancing the 
Kingdom of God. It is an honor 
to present him with this year’s 
Religious Award. 
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Intentional Evangelism
JACQUELINE SUMMERVILLE

ORAC and MINISTRY

The word Intentional means to be deliberate; done 
on purpose; willful, purposeful, premeditated, 
pre-planned, thought out in advance or predeter-

mined.  The word Evangelize means to share or spread 
the gospel or good news of Jesus Christ.  Except for in-
stances of spontaneity or impulsivity, I believe it is safe 
to state that most of our daily actions or inactions are 
intentional in nature.  Whether on a large or small scale, 
short-term or long-term, we make intentional decisions 
to advance our agendas.  For example, we plan where to 
domicile; what types of diet/exercise regimens to prac-
tice; what types of degrees/education to pursue; which 
schools to attend; what types of cars to purchase, and 
the list goes on. 

Advertising companies and special interest groups have 
specific populations that they consistently bombard 
with their advertisements; all aimed at influencing, dic-
tating or redirecting the human intention.  They spend 
long, arduous hours and invest large sums of money to 
plan and strategize on ways to impact our generation, 
sometimes for the good, sometimes for the bad. Have 
you ever wondered why you purchased a product or 
service that you have absolutely no need for?  Well got-
cha!  That’s the exact objective and achieved outcome 
of the power of targeted or intentional persuasion.  On 
the contrary, our Lord Jesus Christ does not ask us to 
trick anyone into surrendering to Him.  The unadulter-

ated truth of the gospel when told in its purest form is 
persuasive and capable enough to bring anyone to his 
or her knees, when it is guided by the forces of godly 
love and compassion. 

As I ponder the topic of this discourse, a myriad of 
thoughts begin to flood my mind.  And I wondered 
how can I fully convey its burden or capture its im-
perativeness for this grave hour in which we now 
live?  In light of the ever so menacing and imminent 
return of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the time is 
NOW to be consumed with ‘Intention Evangelism’. 

Somewhere in my reminiscent thoughts, I settled on 
a very significant occurrence that took place in my 
teenage years.  At that time, I was living in the Is-
land of Jamaica and a practicing Trinitarian.  I came 
in direct confrontation with a simple but effective act 
of ‘Intentional Evangelism’ that has affected my life 
to this day and for eternity.  In April of 1994, my 11 
year old sister Kerisha, who was living in New York 
along with my mother and other siblings, wrote me 
a letter. I can vividly recall as I opened the letter and 
read each line with bated breath, filled with utter ex-
citement and curiosity.  Throughout the letter, she ex-
pressed how she had recently received the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost and had gotten baptized in Jesus’ 
Name.  She continued to gloat, in fact, that she had 
found great joy and oh how she wished I was there 
to not only witness these events, but to experience it.  
She even made reference to the life changing effects 
it had on her since, as she stated; “Now I am behav-
ing myself better.” Nothing major, she was just a bit 
defiant and challenging in behaviors at times.  Well at 
first, I thought “how cute!” Kerisha had found Jesus 
but maybe in just a bit more exciting way than I had.  
But then I thought to myself, she was just a little girl, 
so of course any new thing or idea was going to excite 
her easily.  I read, folded and tucked away the let-
ter which, admittedly, I did repeatedly in order to get 
the real essence of what she was saying to me.  Time 
would elapse but I couldn’t shake or help myself from 
pondering on its content.  I wanted to be dismissive 
of it, but something caught my attention deep with-
in.  What is this Holy Ghost and baptism in Jesus’ 
Name which she spoke about so gleefully?  Why did 
it make her feel oh so happy and oh so changed?  Was 
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there something more to what I 
already have?  What exactly was 
she trying to convey to me?  Well 
ok ‘kiddo’, that’s nice, glad to 
know that you are saved now but 
you stay in America and enjoy 
your new found change.  As for 
me back here in Jamaica, I’ll just 
continue to embrace what I know; 
after all, I’ve been a Christian for 
several years and I am quite con-
tent with that. 

Well, regrettably, that letter was 
my last written communication 
(now a most valuable memoir) 
that I have from my sister Kerisha.  
In June of that same year, only 
about 5 weeks after receiving her 
letter, Kerisha met a devastating 
tragedy and succumbed to death.  
Yes, I am at times so overwhelm-
ingly saddened by the fact that 
Kerisha is no longer with us.  But 
I am so grateful to say today, that 
her effort has transformed itself 
into a lasting and incorruptible 
legacy not only to me but to sev-
eral other family members.  Since 
then, we have been worshipping at 
the same church she did.  Today, 
we have also become recipients 
of the gift of the Holy Ghost and 
have gotten the revelation of the 
Baptism in the matchless Name 
of Jesus Christ, heeding the com-
mand of Acts 2:38.  Certainly, we 
mourn the loss of our beloved, 
but we now know that her tiny 
and so benign seed of evangelism 
has brought us eternal salvation 
and only time will tell what other 
things God had in store.

Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
is the greatest example of what 
and how it is to be an effective 
and intentional evangelizer.  We 

have come to learn by His work in 
creation and throughout Scriptures, 
particularly the New Testament, how 
intentional He is about everything 
that He does.  In His plan and pur-
pose for mankind, NOTHING hap-
pens by chance or mere coincidence.  
His earthly birth, death and resurrec-
tion were pre-ordained from the fall 
of man in the Garden of Eden.  His 
every intent for our redemption was 
100% deliberate.  John 3:16 states, 
“For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten son that 
whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” 

As we read through the testimoni-
als of the gospel, we see the most 
wondrous display of ‘Intentional 
Evangelism’ as Jesus intermingled 
with the populous.  His daily min-
istry sought out and taught men and 
women of high and low degree.  
Every miracle and parable, every 
rebuke was intentional to bring His 
creation back to Him.  So intent 
was He, that, those towns and peo-
ple He found too difficult to traverse 
by foot, He reached by boat and on 
one occasion even went by donkey.  
Every action He took required some 
element of purposeful planning with 
preparation.  Jesus found a means to 
reach ALL, to ensure that the mes-
sage of His love and of the coming 
salvation would escape none.  Je-
sus was not concerned about who 
or what the people were; He is the 

Almighty God, so He was more 
concerned about who they could 
become, if only they would receive 
His truth.  Our Lord Jesus Christ re-
mained intentional even to His death 
on a mean and merciless cross “…
that the world through him might me 
saved.” (John 3:17)

As the world gets darker and grim-
mer, I believe we should burn with 
passion and compassion like Jesus 
did to foster a culture and attitude of 
‘Intentional Evangelism’.  Is there 
yet any greater antidote and restraint 
for the sin problem other than the 
Blood of Jesus Christ?  So why are 
we seemingly hoarders of the gospel 
as though we will have some great 
reward by keeping it hidden?  Are 
we yet resolute that only this great 
gospel of Jesus Christ can truly re-
deem and set sinful hearts free?  Yes, 
I do understand our frustrations with 
the ‘times’ but we are NOT helpless, 
and the world is still not hopeless.  
Our Lord Jesus Christ intentionally 
devised the remedy many years ago.  
Intentional Evangelism may prove 
costly and timely at times.  It may re-
quire that you and I step away from 
our most compelling obligations and 
turn our focus towards those who 
like myself (as told earlier), are not 
aware that there is indeed a greater 
truth and a more excellent way.  Let 
us not waste our witness that God 
has so sacrificially given each of us.  
Like Esther, we have been called to 
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Pushing the 

Gospel 
Through the 

Eyes of 
Campus Ministry

KARLA  GOULBOURNE

ORAC and MINISTRY

Campus Ministry is an 
outlet that provides the 
Christian youth of our 

world with a platform to spread 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.  This 
platform offers the infrastruc-
ture in which our campus stu-
dents can receive the gospel 
and opens the door for future 
evangelism.  When you hear the 
term Campus Ministry, what are 
some things that come to mind; 
an open space, a crowded class-
room?  I don’t know about you, 
but what comes to mind when I 
hear the term campus ministry 
is a lost person trying to find a 
place of belonging in this fast-
paced world.  I think about the 
many lost souls that we pass ev-
ery day trying to get to our next 
class.  I think about the respon-
sibility we have as believers to 
spread this life changing gospel.  

There is a mandate that we must 
spread this gospel, as written in 

Intentional Evangelism 
(cont’d)

Mark 16:15, “And he said unto them, 
go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.”  Everyone 
must hear this transforming message. 
There is a call for someone to take the 
mantle and start a campus ministry. I 
implore every young person to listen 
to what God is trying to tell you. Do 
not be afraid. Ask the Lord to give 
you a burden for the lost.  Don’t be 
selfish and keep the good news of 
this gospel to yourself.  Be willing to 
give up something so that someone 
can receive this precious gift.  Think 
about that student who could be con-
templating taking their life. You could 
be that conduit of love that takes him 
or her out of that dark place and into 
the life-saving light. You never know 
what impact your campus ministry 
can have on a young person’s life.  
This generation needs a young person 
with a passion that screams, “Lives 
must be saved by any means neces-
sary!” 

IS THAT YOUNG PERSON YOU?

the Kingdom of God for such a 
time as this and I am convinced 
there is no greater or more no-
ble cause than to reach back 
for someone, considering what 
God has done for us.  Jude 1 
22-23  states, “And some have 
compassion, making a differ-
ence and others save with fear, 
pulling them out of the fire; 
hating even the garment spot-
ted by the flesh.” 

l charge us to take a moment 
and recall how God uniquely 
devised a way to channel his 
love to our hearts.  Yes, that 
was intentional evangelism at 
its best!  May we never feel so 
special or accomplished that 
that we forget about the rest!  
If someone shared the gospel 
intentionally with us, then we 
should oblige ourselves to re-
ciprocate.  May we without 
any fear, delay or hesitation 
count not the cost, but unre-
servedly commit to becoming 
Intentional Evangelizers; pur-
posefully and wholeheartedly 
seeking out and devising ways 
and means to reach the lost.  
You just never know what God 
has planned and what He will 
do, but He needs YOU and I to 
act.  In 1 Corinthians 3:7 the 
Apostle Paul assures us that if 
we plant, someone else may do 
the nurturing and watering but 
God will give of His increase 
in due time. 

JACQUELINE SUMMERVILLE
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Impacting A Man’s World
RICHARD ROBINSON

ORAC and MINISTRY

Most, if not all of us at some point in time, have 
heard the phrase “It’s a man’s world.”  There 
is even a song bearing this very title.  This 

phrase can shoot off a flurry of conversations on differ-
ent tangents.  But, is it really a man’s world?  And what 
does this phrase really mean?  To some it may mean 
that: men are the rulers of government; they are heads 
of major multi-national corporations; they are world 
leaders; they get paid more in the workplace, and the 
list goes on.  Considering all of this, one might think 
that it is quite appropriate to say, “It’s a man’s world”.  

However, I want to look at a man’s world from a slight-
ly different perspective.  I see a man’s world as the 
things and situations that are usually associated with 
men.  Men were created with natural tendencies, likes 
and dislikes that are in some ways quite different from 
the way women were created. So, naturally, men are 
going to think and act differently from women. 
Scripture points to the fact that men were created to be 

leaders.  Genesis 2:15 states, “And the LORD God took 
the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it 
and to keep it.”  At creation, man was given dominion 
over God’s creation.  This does not mean that women 
cannot be leaders; however, the role of leadership is a 
God-given responsibility of men.  It is important to note 
that as men, we are not only required to give secular 
leadership.  We are responsible for spiritual leadership 
in our homes as well.  As Joshua declared “…As for 
me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24)
                                                                                                                                                                                                  
You may ask; “How can I impact a man’s world?” Or, 
“How can I make a positive impact on someone to spur 
changes in their life? To that I would say, by introduc-
ing them to Christ and the good news of the gospel.   
As a Christian, I must speak from that standpoint.  I 
believe that the winning of souls for Christ should be 
at the forefront of every Christian’s thought and action.   
If the person is already a Christian, you can still be im-
pactful by helping them to become a better Christian.                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                         
The word impact is defined as: Having a strong effect 
on someone or something; to strike forcefully; the ef-
fect or influence of one person, thing, or action, on an-
other.  If we strike the wall in our house with a hammer, 
it will create a visible impact.  The hammer had an ef-
fect on the wall to the extent that it left a physical mark.  
Likewise, when we make an impact on someone there 
should be a visible mark (change) in that person’s life.  
I believe there is no doubt that the person who made 
and continues to make the greatest impact on this world 
is our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Jesus impacted 
people wherever He went and those who encountered 
Him were never the same.  When the woman at the well 
met Jesus, she was so greatly impacted by Him that she 
ran into the city to tell others about her experience with 
Him (John 4:1-29).  This is the type of impact we need 
to have on others.

In a marriage relationship, one of the ways that a wife 
can impact her husband is by the way she lives her life.  
If her husband is not saved, she can lead him to Christ 
by living a godly life before him. 1 Peter 3:1-2 (NIV) 
states, “Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to 
your own husbands so that, if any of them do not be-
lieve the word, they may be won over without words 

“...As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.” 

(Joshua 24:15)
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Making a 
Difference
ARSENIO HESLOP

ORAC and MINISTRY

by the behavior of their wives, 2 when 
they see the purity and reverence of 
your lives.” 

For us men who have male friends 
that we want to win to Christ, we 
should try to reach them where they 
are.  Continue to be the best possi-
ble friend you can be to them.  Do 
things together to build a strong bond 
of friendship.  Statistics show that it 
is harder to get men to attend church 
than women.  Having a great relation-
ship with someone, can be one way 
of making it easier for them to accept 
the invitation to attend church. More 
importantly, we can impact a man’s 
world by consistently living a godly 
lifestyle before him and by sharing 
our testimonies with him.  

I believe it is very important that we 
impact a man’s world for Christ be-
cause when a man comes to Christ, 
statistics show that it is more likely 
that his unsaved family members will 
follow.  We need to continue to pray 
for our men that they will assume 
their rightful position in the King-
dom of God and not live below their 
God-given privilege.  Pray that they 
will assume spiritual leadership of 
their families and in turn impact other 
men for the Kingdom of God.  

The late innovator and technology pioneer, Steve Jobs, coined 
the phrase, “The people who are crazy enough to think they 
can change the world are the ones who do.” The founders 

of Apple used this quotation as a means of motivation to defy the 
odds and create something that everyone else said could not be cre-
ated. Steve Jobs overcame all obstacles and setbacks to change the 
way the world communicates. Now his legacy lives on in the prod-
ucts that we use and cannot do without. So, I ask the question, can 
you change the world? Can you make a difference? Are you “crazy 
enough” to think that there is a part that you can play in changing 
the direction of humanity as we know it? The answer is a resound-
ing yes!

The Bible admonishes us in Mark 9:23 (NIV), “If you can’?” said 
Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This means 
that God the Almighty, knows the capability that He has put in us to 
make a difference.  He wants us to know that if we can  believe that 
we have what it takes to make a difference in the world, then it will 
be more than possible for us to accomplish it. In Genesis 1:26, God 
gave man dominion over the earth, which indicates that God has 
invested difference-making power in humanity.  As such, nothing 
should stop us from making the impact that we desire to make!

Many people are using this holy and sacred, God-given dominion 
for evil. However, what the world needs and what God desires, is 
for His people to create a positive impact in their own sphere, which 
can be one ripple in the wave that can change the entire world. If 
you are “crazy enough” to believe that God has given you what 
it takes to make a difference in your sphere of influence, then go 
ahead and change your world! 

Impacting A Man’s World (cont’d)
RICHARD ROBINSON
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O'NEIL EDWARDS

On the Basis of 
what I heard, 
I took the risk

ORAC and MINISTRY

Contrary to popular belief, 
faith in its construct is nei-
ther blind nor without evi-

dence.  From the antecedence, we 
often hear the following Scripture 
being rehearsed to support the no-
tion that faith is blind, “For we 
walk by faith and not by sight” 
(2 Corinthians 5:7).  This line of 
teaching is used to propagate the 
assumption of blind faith, with-
out fully engaging in an empirical 
exegesis of the Scripture’s intent.  
However, Hebrews 11 proves the 
idea that we engage our mind 
when we exercise our faith rela-
tive to our experience with God 
and thus, never a blind process.  
Verse 1 states, “Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.”  In 
essence, we think before we act. 

To take a more in-depth approach 
to the framework of faith, we will 
examine the Bible character Ra-
hab.  A harlot and a citizen of Jer-
icho, Rahab was commended in 
the book of Hebrews chapter 11 
for having great faith.  But how 
did this ‘stranger to the common-
wealth of Israel’ became a heroine 
of faith among the Jews?  As a side 
note, it is important to understand 
that faith is the only currency that 
heaven will accept or recognize.  
Besides, verse 6 of Hebrews 11 
states, “But without faith, it is im-
possible to please him…” .  Rahab 
heard about the mighty acts of the 
Lord.  This caused a shift in her 
paradigm, which led her to believe 

“For we walk 
by faith and NOT 

by sight.” 
(2 Corinthians 5:7)

in the God of the Jews.  The act of 
hearing caused faith to arise in Ra-
hab (Roman 10:17).  This led her 
to take a considerable risk in com-
mitting treason by hiding the He-
brew spies; a crime that was pun-
ishable by death.  No wonder she 
was so forceful in compelling the 
two Hebrew men to swear not just 
by her, but by the Lord to show her 
father’s house kindness. 

Rahab did not just put her own life 
on the line, but also the lives of 
her family members.  This type of 
faith demonstrated by Rahab had 
a vision; she saw the possibilities 
of the keeping power of the Lord, 
not just for herself but for her en-
tire family.  Also, she exercised 
her faith based on the evidence 
she heard.  In fact, she knew that 
it was only a matter of time for 
the Lord to give Jericho into the 
hands of the Hebrews.  Rahab told 
the spies, “I know that the Lord 
hath given you the land, and that 
your terror is fallen upon us, and 
that all the inhabitants of the land 
faint because of you” (Hebrews 
11:9).  Can you hear her conversa-
tion with the spies? - The plagues 
in Egypt, the drying up of the Red 
Sea, the destruction of the Amor-
ites kings and Jericho is next.  I 
believe that she came to the real-
ization that Jericho was already 
doomed and what did she have to 
lose?  She took the risk based on 
what she heard, and now she is re-
corded as a heroine of faith. 
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Oneness Rehoboth Apos-
tolic Church in Mount 
Vernon, New York is 

one of several churches in the 
Westchester County community. 
Despite this, it has an outsized 
presence and influence that sepa-
rates it from many of the other as-
semblies. Of note, on the second 
Sunday in each September, the 
church, under the leadership of 
Bishop Arthur Thomas interfaces 
with the community in a show of 
appreciation to those who have 
contributed to the development 
of Mount Vernon. The service 
also is dedicated to the mem-
bers of the church who serve; 
Teachers, Health Professionals 
and Entrepreneurs being the last 
three groups to be so honored. In 
this year’s appreciation service, 
prominent members of the com-
munity joined in celebrating the 
occasion, including the Mayor 
and prospective Mayoral Candi-
dates. 

At the most recent appreciation 
service, Bishop Arthur Thomas 
preached the sermon. In reflecting 
on service, he said: “Service to the 
congregation is the greatest thing 
I do and gives me deep joy and a 
sense of satisfaction.” He, in a very 
moving illustration of Jesus’ com-
mand to serve, performed a foot 
washing ceremony in real time on 
one of the young men in the church. 
Kneeling down, he washed the feet 
of the young brother with water 
and dried them with a towel girded 
about his waist. It was a very fitting 
illustration of his ministry over the 
last 37 years. Service he said is “the 
most artful expression of Christian 
life.” 

How did this man of God get called 
to the ministry and exemplify the 
spirit of service to his congrega-
tion? I had a very insightful sit 
down with Pastor to explore all of 
this. Seated in his very neat office 
stacked with a library of books and 

surrounded by trophies and accolades 
from local to international, we had an 
interesting conversation. First stop, 
the island country of Jamaica. 

JAMAICA

VW: I heard you preached your 
first sermon at age 17 years. At 
what age did you know you wanted 
to be a preacher?

Pastor Thomas: It started in Jamaica 
when as a young man I went to live 
with my aunt following the death 
of my mother. My aunt attended the 
Pentecostal Church in Ocho Rios 
then Pastored by the young Minister 
Houslin. I got saved at around age 14 
years and soon after became involved 
in the church. I was able to preach my 
first sermon at the age of 17 years. I 
had some inkling that this was what 
I wanted to do and by the time I was 
21 years old, it was clear to me that 
I definitely wanted to be a minister. 
This would be my life’s work. De-

Interview with 
Reverend  
Arthur A. 
Thomas

Senior Pastor, 
Oneness Rehoboth Apostolic 

Church

~Dr. Vaughn Whittaker
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spite this desire, I patiently waited 
on the Lord, having my application 
for Ministerial license tucked away 
in my Bible for many years before 
submitting it. (Chuckles)  

VW: Who have been your men-
tors throughout your career?

Pastor Thomas: Pastor Houslin 
who was about 35 years old at the 
time when I was a youngster in the 
church was a powerful source of 
inspiration to the young Christians 
including me. I recall him carrying 
himself with utmost profession-
alism at all times. He was always 
clean, immaculately dressed and 
well put together. He was very neat. 
His office was always neat and in 
order. I observed how he managed 
people and dealt with many diffi-
cult situations. I have not forgotten 
them. In fact, I still use them as a 
way to deal with difficult situations 
that arise in my ministry. 
I would drive him all around. He 
would go to preach at other church-
es, and he would give me opportu-
nities. I was the only one who could 
drive his car.

Bishop Houslin prophesied into 
my life when I was migrating to the 
United States. He prophesied that 
“One day you will be the Super-
intendent of the New York Metro 
District.” This was long before the 
time. I wasn’t even looking to take 
on such a position. As a matter of 
fact, “Angling for such positions is 
seen as a disqualifier!” 

UNITED STATES, NEW YORK 
METRO

VW: Tell me about how the min-
istry developed after you migrat-
ed from Jamaica.

Pastor Thomas: When I migrated 
to the United States from Jamaica, 
we had 3 children; two daughters 
and one son.  My last daughter was 
yet to be born. I immediately es-
tablished worship with the church 
that Bishop Houslin referred me to. 
I got immersed into the activities 
of the church, eventually teaching 
Sunday School and assisting with 

the work of the Lord. However, 
that did not work out for the long 
term. My family and I then attend-

ed a second assembly but also had 
Bible studies and prayer meetings 
at the homes of the brethren. This 
was under the auspices of Bish-
op Murray from Boston. Soon the 
spaces in the homes were inade-
quate to hold the number of people.  
We then found it necessary to get 
a place where we could assemble. 
I guess this was the beginning of 
what you could call Oneness Reho-
both Apostolic Church. The rest as 
they say, is history. 

PERSONAL TASTE
VW: Do you have a mantra you 
live by?

Pastor Thomas: The mantra I live 
by is to do your very best in all that 
you do. Sure, you will have results 
which are not expected. I see fail-
ures as learning opportunities. I 
wouldn’t say I have any great fear. 
I make every situation which is not 
optimal a point of learning. In fact, 
that is why after we have any event 
in church we meet as a group af-
terwards and figure out how could 
it have been better and how we 
missed the mark. 

PERSONAL GOALS FOR THE 
CHURCH
VW: What are your personal 
goals for ORAC as its leader?

Pastor Thomas: My personal 
goals for ORAC as its leader are:
1.  To teach and preach the word of 
God and to establish all our parish-
ioners in the Apostolic Doctrine.

2.  To create an atmosphere of spir-
itual growth so all believers can re-
alize their true spiritual potential.
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YouTube is probably my most frequent past 
time. If I am waiting for a long period of time 
or having nothing to do, or just wanting to en-

tertain myself to help the day go faster, I’ll watch a few 
videos. As an Art major at Fiorello H. LaGuardia High 
School, I had blocks of art classes. In my senior year, 
I had a two hour painting class at the end of each day 
which was one of the best ways to end the day. While 
I painted I played videos on my phone to entertain me 
as I worked. If it wasn’t natural hair videos, I was ei-
ther listening to church services that were livestreamed 
or watching Christian YouTubers. I don’t remember 
exactly how, but I came across a channel run by two 
young ladies whom I thought looked oddly familiar be-

Your Influence Counts- 
Use It!

VICTORIA NYARKO

The aim is not simply to be a creator 
of entertainment but a source of en-
couragement for Christians as well 

while also reaching the unsaved.

3.  To complete renovations on our new church 
facilities and have the dedication within a short 
space of time.

HOBBIES
VW: What hobbies do you have outside of 
work? 

Pastor Thomas: I am an avid tennis fan. I love 
to play and watch the game. I am a fan of Ser-
ena Williams and was disappointed she did not 
win the latest US Open Women’s Final in Flush-
ing, New York. I am particularly fond of tennis 
on grass at the famed Wimbledon Tennis Club 
which started in 1877 and is the most presti-
gious championship. 

VW: On a lighter note, what does the “A” in 
your middle initial stand for?

Pastor Thomas: (Chuckles) Very insightful 
question! 
The “A” in my middle name stands for Ander-
son. Whenever I use it, I use the initial of my 
first name, so it reads “A. Anderson Thomas”. 

VW: This question is from a young person. 
“Why don’t you ever wear jeans?”

Pastor Thomas: Another insightful question. I 
do not wear jeans because the material is not 
suited for my skin. I find the material rough and 
hard on my sensitive skin. In addition, I don’t 
feel like it matches my style, simply put. I love 
to be put together at all times, reflecting the way 
my mentor was. Even around my yard you will 
find me wearing my shirt tucked in my pants. 
(Chuckles) 

VW: It was indeed a pleasure to get to know 
Pastor Arthur Anderson Thomas a little 
more. Thank you very much.

Pastor Thomas: It was my pleasure. God bless 
you my brother. 
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fore I realized that I had seen them 
before. My father had a speaking 
engagement at their church in the 
past. I got so excited recalling this 
information because it caused me to 
realize that these ladies were Apos-
tolic! I watched every single video 
on their channel and with the desire 
for more, I wondered why there 
weren’t more Apostolic influencers 
in the media, specifically on You-
Tube. I had watched multiple vid-
eos of Christian YouTubers online 
but they all had different standards, 
doctrines, beliefs, and lifestyles.  
Though they were interesting to 
watch and somewhat encouraging, 
I could only relate to them to a cer-
tain extent. 

It was then that it came to my mind 
to create a channel of my own. I 
was overly excited about the idea 
and began weeks of research about 
starting and maintaining a YouTube 
channel. There was a point at which 
I was discouraged hearing about ev-
erything that could go wrong with 
the channel but after much prayer 
and conversation with wise counsel, 
I decided to go through with it. On 
February 14, 2018 the first ‘Victori-
ously’ video was uploaded. 

It has been a year and a half since 
I started my channel and I have 
grown to 131 subscribers, (shout 
out to my 96th subscriber Benja-
min!). I have received so much sup-
port from friends and family mem-
bers who watched, commented, 
subscribed and even reposted my 
videos to their social media plat-
forms. I’ve even had strangers ap-
proached me and told me that they 
enjoy watching my videos. I try to 
put out content that I would want 

to watch. I like hearing about the 
journey of other Christians in their 
walk with God but I also like to 
watch lively people who can make 
me laugh. Viewers, both saved 
and unsaved, have told me that 
they enjoy watching my videos 
because of the humor.  However, 
that is not the ultimate goal. I try 
to create a good balance of enter-
tainment and enrichment. The aim 
is not simply to be a creator of 
entertainment but a source of en-
couragement for Christians as well 
while also reaching the unsaved. I 
want to use my personality to pull 
in unsaved viewers with the hope 
that they will watch my videos and 
be exposed to God in some shape 
or form;  whether it’s through my 
advice, my Hot Wings Bible Quiz-
zes or just my talks about my walk 
with Christ. 

I have typed “Christian YouTu-
bers” into the YouTube search bar 
multiple times and found some 
good channels, but I wanted to 
see someone who was like me; an 
Apostolic young person living for 
God. That is what I want people to 
see when they watch ‘Victorious-
ly’. I want to show young people 
that there are other young people 
who love Jesus and are striving 
to be like Him, imperfect people 

perfecting faith. When I was pre-
paring to start my channel, I wanted 
to come up with a name that would 
reflect the purpose and goal of the 
channel. I chose the name ‘Victori-
ously: The Remnant’ because I be-
lieve that from this generation will 
rise an army that will carry on the 
authentic power and the unadulter-
ated truth of the Apostolic doctrine. 
The Victoriously channel is meant 
to remind and encourage the rem-
nant to keep pushing while hopeful-
ly recruiting soldiers into the army 
of God. 

I want to be remembered as the 
young lady who truly loved God. 
I want to propagate that living for 
God is not boring and show people 
that there’s no better life than one 
that’s been dedicated to Jesus. I want 
to motivate young people to keep 
going on with Christ even when 
they make a mistake and hopefully 
convince any young person who has 
one foot out the door to step back 
in. I encourage any young person 
with a desire to be an ambassador 
for Christ to use whatever resources 
and skills you have to glorify God; 
whether it’s singing, writing, mu-
sic, art or video editing, it can all 
be used for the glory of God. Just 
never forget that when you succeed, 
“To God Be the Glory.”
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Raising a champion is anal-
ogous to planting a gar-
den.  Like plants, the right 

environment is crucial to a child’s 
spiritual and academic success. 
Parents have to make a conscious 
decision to raise their children in 
the “nurture and admonition of 
the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).     The 
Smiths approached raising Isaiah 
with this principle in mind.

Finding a stable spiritual environ-
ment at the Oneness Rehoboth Ap-

Raising a Champ ion

ostolic Church (ORAC), Isaiah’s 
parents made sure he regularly at-
tended Sunday School, Children’s 
Church, and weekly Youth Ser-
vices.  Although those ministries 
provided a spiritual foundation 
for him, his parents also enrolled 
him into Bible Quizzing to ensure 
that the “seed fell on good ground” 
(Mark 4:8). 

If you want your child to be suc-
cessful in any area of life, medi-
ocrity is not an option.  Raising 

a champion requires total family 
commitment.   As such, the Smiths 
adjusted their family’s personal life 
to ensure success for the children 
and their team.  Bible quizzing be-
comes a lifestyle and preparation is 
done for eleven months in each year.  
Although it can be emotionally and 
mentally challenging, the rewards 
supersede the sacrifices.          

Through Bible Quizzing, Isaiah has 
made tremendous strides spiritually.  
In April 2016, while attending the 

Over the past 5 years, Isaiah has accumulated 15 trophies, 22 
medals, 6 plaques, a contest granted button and numerous 

ribbons.
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Northeast Coast Extravaganza Tourna-
ment Service, he received the precious 
gift of the Holy Ghost and was later bap-
tized in Jesus’ Name!  That weekend was 
a double win for Isaiah because the team 
became the undefeated champion of the 
Northeast, securing a first place team 
trophy.  As Isaiah continued to memo-
rize the Scriptures, his parents decided 
to spend more time in family devotion 
analyzing the word of God.  As a result, 
being a Christian took on a more per-
sonal meaning.  He has developed into 
a mature, disciplined, loyal and humble 
child.  He is a role model for his teachers 
and peers.  In addition, younger children 
have tried to emulate him.  

Over the past 5 years, Isaiah has accumu-
lated 15 trophies, 22 medals, 6 plaques, 
a contest granted button and numerous 
ribbons.  In 2017, the North American 
Junior Bible Quizzing Hall of Fame was 
founded to acknowledge quizzers who 
have attended Nationals for 5 years.   As 
a result of Isaiah’s consistency, in 2018 
after completing 4 years, he was induct-
ed 1 year early into the Hall of Fame. 

Every child is born with the ability to 
achieve academically.  When raised in a 
nurturing environment with loving par-
ents, stable family life, access to men-
tally enhancing activities and quality 
education, optimum academic potential 
is reached.

Throughout his elementary education, 
his teachers and parents collaborated to 
ensure that he would not receive a subpar 
education.  Supplemental assignments 
were given at school and at home.  He 
was consistently provided with oppor-
tunities to take root, develop and grow 
into a champion student.  Consequently, 
on June 21, 2019, at graduation, he was 

honored with the Westchester County Distinguished Student Award 
for academic excellence.

Champions are also influencers.  Isaiah often seeks for opportunities 
to make his voice be heard by volunteering to represent himself and 
his peers.  He was recently elected as the vice president of Student 
Government for his 6th grade homeroom.  He also served as the 
vice president of the Student Council at his elementary school.  He 
collaborates with his peers and teachers to provide a medium for stu-
dents to express their opinions and assists in enhancing their school 
community. He has worked on several projects to promote citizen-
ship, leadership, scholarship, cultural values and human relations.  
Indeed, he is a champion.
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#SHE SAID YES!! 
Congratulations to the newly engaged couples 

of 2018-2019!  These are some amazing 
young couples who have taken the bold 

step torwards marriage…   
You did it!

Here are some great photos that have cap-
tured the moments.  Who is ready to raise 

a glass and celebrate with them?

Nordia and Andrew’s Story in a Nutshell

A destiny helper was the culprit behind 
the divine orchestration of Andrew Samu-
els and Nordia Hewitt. After much prayer 
and direction from God the meeting hap-
pened and might I add the rest is history. 
God grants destinies in His own timing. 

VOWSShe said yes!
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VOWSShe said yes!

Jovann and Camille met at an ORAC 
Youth Walkathon Barbecue a few years 
ago. Their relationship grew from cor-

dial to a strong friendship. Consequent-
ly, Jovann proposed to Camille on Sun-

day, August 11, 2019.
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You’ve heard them many times.  Simple life changing phrases that become 
important life lessons.  Adages your mom, dad, grandparents and others 
say, such as, “Give a man a fish, and you’ll feed him for a day.  Teach a 

man to fish, and you’ve fed him for a lifetime.”  Meaning, if you give a hungry man 
a fish then his hunger will be satisfied temporarily.  If, instead, the man were taught 
how to fish, then he could eat whenever he is hungry since he was taught the trade.  
Another famous one is, “An apple a day, keeps the doctor away.”  It is believed that 
the original quote was, “Eat an apple on going to bed, and you’ll keep the doctor 
from earning his bread.”  This statement speaks directly to eating healthy.

Sure enough, you might have stumbled upon a few sayings that have altered the 
way you view life.  Many of you live by ones you have formulated from life’s 
experiences. Well, here are a few *useful skills to help you view life through a 
different prism.  

1.  “Faith is not believing that God can. It is knowing that he will.” (Patrice)

2.  “What the caterpillar calls the end of the world the master calls a butterfly.”

3. “If you give your fear legs, it will run away with your dreams.” (Spring Flow-
erchild)

4.  “I am willing to forgive. Forgiveness of myself and others releases me from 
the past. Forgiveness is my gift TO me, FOR me. I forgive, and I am free.”

5.  “The size of your success is measured by the strength of your desire; the size 
of your dream; and how you handle disappointment along the way.” – Robert 
Kiyosaki 

6.  “Don’t put a question mark where God has put a period.” – Joel Osteen 

7.   “Ask for what you want and be prepared to get it.” – Maya Angelou 

8.  “Nothing great was ever achieved by being realistic!” – Tom Venuto

9. “Excellence does not require perfection.” – Henry James

10.  “I wanted a perfect ending. Now I’ve learned, the hard way, that some poems 
don’t rhyme, and some stories don’t have a clear beginning, middle and end. Life 
is about not knowing, having to change, taking the moment and making the best 
of it, without knowing what’s going to happen next.” – Gilda Radner

Source: Happyblackwoman.com/inspiring-personal-mantras/ Posted on April 20, 2011 | 
Mindset | Written by Rosetta Thurman

RHONDA MCKENZIE

MOTIVATION and INSPIRATION

For a Better You
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Many scholars debate what exactly is the mission of the 
Church? The word mission means to be sent to accomplish 
something.  Therefore, it is a common conclusion that the 

Church has been sent into the world to accomplish something.  In other 
words, God has sent the Church into the world to accomplish a task.  
Our task, as saved educators, is to educate the children while making 
an impact that will last for eternity.  This is the mission of the ORAC 
Summer Institute.  At ORAC, the purpose of this ministry is two-fold.  
Firstly, to stem the tides of summer lag, secondly, to bring an aware-
ness of Godly principles to the children of our community.

The socio-economic make-up of our community is such that, the cost 
of summer camps is out of reach for some parents.  If we, the Church, 
can provide a safe haven for our children, we will not only minister 
to the children, but we will build trust between the parents and the 
Church.  The Scripture states, “He that winneth souls is wise” (Prov-
erbs 11:30).  If we treat all children with love, care, and respect, the 
parents of those children to whom we minister will come to appreciate 
us the Church, and eventually the God we serve.

The Summer Institute has been in existence for over fourteen years.  
During this time, we have encouraged, fed, taught, mentored and 
coached approximately two hundred children.  Many of these stu-
dents have gone on to college and returned to testify of the impact 
that ORAC’s Summer Institute had on them, not only intellectually but 
morally as well.  Are we making an impact?  Absolutely!  Is it worth 
the time and sacrifice? Completely!  The children of our community 
are worth it.  As the late Nelson Mandela stated, “Education is the most 
powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  ORAC 
Summer Institute will go further and confirm that education with God-
liness can impact a life for years to come.

ORAC Summer Institute

MIN.  ANDREA THOMAS

ORAC and COMMUNIT Y
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The Oneness Rehoboth Apos-
tolic Church (ORAC) is widely 
known for its passion for God’s 
ministry both locally and global-
ly.  ORAC’s expression of God’s 
love and compassion is without 
borders especially in our city of 
Mount Vernon, where ORAC 
has fostered an outreach cul-
ture. ORAC’s primary mission 
is to provide spiritual, emotional, 
physical and social services to its 
congregants and the community 
at large, as exemplified by Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles.  ORAC 
is also committed to impacting 
our children and youth for future 
spiritual and personal advance-
ments, as well as to provide prac-
tical solutions to some of the most 
challenging problems confront-
ing communities today.  ORAC 
views the city of Mount Vernon 
as a mission field and is commit-
ted to intentionally reaching the 
lost and passing on the truth to the 
next generation.  ORAC is pursu-
ing Christ’s passion to reach the 
lost and needy.  Every person who 
attends ORAC quickly learns that 
the focus is on impacting the com-
munity for the Kingdom.
“Let your light so shine before 

men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)  
This verse indicates that the world 
is dark; therefore, as members of 
ORAC, our light must express the 
love of God through our works of 
kindness and compassion in order to 
impact the community.  It is impos-
sible for the community to see good 
works if the believers of the Gospel 
are only confined within the walls 
of the church building.  Good works 
should be demonstrated in a way 
that others will see God in us.  Ul-
timately, the only way to impact the 
community is to go forth with the 
true spirit of our heavenly Father in 
us (as a lit candle), serving wherever 
possible.

Serving God by serving others is a 
directive for God’s people to love 
and help those who are in need.  In 
other words, God wants His peo-
ple to “serve one another in love.” 
(Galatians 5:13)  Christ is relying 
on ORAC to impact the communi-
ty. Serving God in the community 
brings much joy and happiness to 
those who serve as well as to those 
who are served.  At times all it takes 
to serve someone is a smile, a hug, 

ORAC and COMMUNIT Y

COMMUNITY IMPACT

“Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” 

(Mark 16:15)

LOREN E. BARTLEY, PHD

a prayer or a phone call.  Meeting 
people where they are and serving 
people who are hurting is in align-
ment with the word of God.

As we cross paths with the people 
in our community, it is evident that 
they are responding. On any giv-
en Sunday, the impact can be felt 
by the number of first-time guests.  
ORAC strongly believes in expand-
ing the Kingdom of God.  What 
makes ORAC unique from the other 
churches is that it does not associ-
ate community involvement with 
church attendance. Our focus is tell-
ing the residents of the community 
about Christ and let them decide 
where they want to worship.  It is all 
about Jesus transforming lives.
Sharing the word of God is of vi-
tal service to the community and is 
one of the most rewarding ways in 
serving the Lord.  Helping others 
to understand that God loves them 
and is concerned about their needs 
reiterates the command of God 
to tell others about His grace and 
mercy towards them.  Having the 
heart of Christ, a heart that is full of 
compassion is what drives our Out-
reach Ministry to visit the prisons, 
the shut-ins (sick and disabled), the 
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nursing homes, to initiate Home Bi-
ble studies, and the overall care of 
others.  

Impacting our community beyond 
the walls of ORAC requires spiri-
tual discipline and a burden to res-
cue someone from eternal life in the 
“pit of hell.”  It is obvious that the 
deep-rooted challenges confronting 
our City of Mount Vernon require 
a new and collaborative approach.  
The question is; Where should we 
focus our efforts to have the most 
significant impact on the lives of the 
residents?  The answer lies in col-
laboration and ongoing communi-
ty-engagement.

There is no doubt that ORAC is stra-
tegically placed in Mount Vernon at 
this time to make a difference. Cur-
rently, ORAC intentionally facili-
tates several outreach services in the 
city of Mount Vernon, Westchester 
County.  These include:

• CATALYST AND 
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM  

The Catalyst Program facilitates life 
skills courses to men and women 
on parole and probation.  Individu-
als and families are served knowing 
that lasting, positive change can-
not occur unless the complexity of 
the problems they face is acknowl-
edged, addressed and met.

Life skill topics include Anger Man-
agement, Parenting, Depression, 
Healthy Relationships and Attitude.  
Anger Management is a require-
ment by the NYS Department of 
Corrections and Community Super-
vision.  Westchester parolees have 

ORAC and COMMUNIT Y
the opportunity to complete the 
course and receive a certificate in 
life skills. Frequently they become 
an extension of the ORAC family.

One of the major goals of The 
Catalyst Program is to help in the 
reduction of the recidivism rate in 
our community. 

• COMMUNITY CONNECT 
- VOLUNTEERING IN 
THE COMMUNITY

Serving God can be as simple as 
volunteering and helping with 
small tasks, such as assisting the 
elderly in bringing groceries to 
their cars, folding clothes at the 
Laundromat and packing bags 
in the grocery stores.  The Youth 
Ministry is instrumental in minis-
tering in these areas. 

• COMMUNITY DINNER

ORAC has repeatedly shown its 
commitment to feeding the com-
munity monthly.  This strategic 
tool to connect with the people has 
a long-term positive impact on the 
community. The main goal is to 
obey Christ’s mandate to minister 
to the physical, emotional and spir-
itual needs of the people.  Volun-
teers prepare and distribute at least 
150 hot meals every 3rd Friday.

• FOOD AND CLOTHES 
PANTRY

Fresh vegetables and non-perish-
able items are provided to anyone 
in need.  The volunteers distribute 
food and/or clothes to meet needs 
just as Jesus would with com-
passion, love and understanding.  

Items are donated by members of the 
church.  Approximately 100 bags of 
groceries are distributed on the 2nd 
and 4th Sunday of each month.  This 
creates a sense of relief for those 
struggling to feed their families.

• HEALTH AND EDUCATION 
FAIR

The mission of the health fair is to 
promote health awareness by pro-
viding free access to community 
resources, health screenings, and 
stress management and to encourage 
personal involvement in healthy life-
styles.  The health fair features partic-
ipants addressing five areas of health: 
spiritual, physical, mental, emotional 
and social.  In addition, screenings 
and services such as: blood pressure, 
glucose and cholesterol checks, and a 
host of other preventative measures.  
An average of 350 attendees partici-
pate annually.

• HOME BIBLE STUDY AND 
CARE MINISTRIES

Home Bible Study has a Godly im-
pact on the community.  This min-
istry serves by helping to reinforce 
Biblical truth in a personal and in-
timate setting that is convenient to 
the recipient.  The church seizes the 
opportunity to meet the needs of the 
community at their places of resi-
dence at their convenience, to assist 
with their spiritual health and other 
areas of life. Home Bible Study is 
also a great tool for the community to 
interact with the church and its mem-
bers that oftentimes form unbreak-
able bonds that last for years.  The 
ideas shared, the knowledge gained, 
the bonds formed, the friendships 
developed and the lives impacted 
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Re-Entry In Westchester Today

In 2018, 1,721 men and women were on pa-
role within the various communities of West-
chester County (New York State Department 

of Correction and Community Supervision). A 
Federal Bureau of Justice study found that there 
is a 76.6 % recidivism rate (the number of former 
state inmates that will return to prison within 5 
years).  This means that out of 1,712 returning 
citizens in Westchester County, 1,318 will return 
to prison within 5 years. This is an alarming rate.

Re-Entry Circle of Support
Returning to the community that once you called 

NAVIGATING THE 
DIFFICULTIES OF 
RE-ENTRY INTO 

THE COMMUNITY
CHERYL DENNIS

during these interactions have lasting effects both on 
the community and the church on a whole.

Similarly, the Care Ministry helps to add another lev-
el of comfort to the community especially in times 
of need.  They are deliberate in reaching the com-
munity’s needs through many outreach programs 
targeting people of every age, usually those who are 
enduring difficult health or financial challenges or 
other situations that may arise within a family.  It 
serves as an extension of God's compassion here on 
earth to provide Godly comfort which fulfills the 
Mathew 25 commands of visiting the sick and im-
prisoned, clothe the naked, feed the hungry, and so 
forth.  These acts of kindness have a profound im-
pact on the community. 

• HOMEWORK ASSISTANCE

Volunteers meet on Mondays, from 3:00pm–5:00pm 
during the school year to offer homework assistance 
to students in K-12 at the West Help USA, a shelter 
in Mount Vernon. The volunteers include NYS Cer-
tified teachers along with other professionals from 
ORAC.  This effort is in partnership with the pro-
gram director at the shelter.  This is the 7th year and 
each year there is tremendous growth and positive 
outcomes.  ORAC has an open door to the shelter 
through God’s divine favor.

• SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAM

The Summer School program is a great opportunity 
for children to learn in a Godly, safe and nurturing 
environment.  Christian life skills coupled with the 
New York State academia have a lasting impact on 
the development of a child.  This learning environ-
ment promotes high self-esteem and strong social 
skills. 

There are many ways to get involved and be a bless-
ing!  We encourage you to explore the outreach op-
portunities by praying and asking God to use you as 
He please in His Kingdom and for His Glory! 
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home may not be as easy as it sounds.  Whether an indi-
vidual has been away for a year or 30 years, a returning 
citizen can face many of the same challenges.  These chal-
lenges may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
securing sustainable employment with a criminal record; 
passing background checks to obtain affordable housing; 
and accessing public assistance; to name a few.

To address the needs of recently released individuals and 
stem the tide of those who may return to incarceration, 
Governor Andrew Cuomo instituted mandatory post-re-
lease anger management classes in New York State re-
gardless of the crime.  On November 20, 2013, Oneness 
Rehoboth Apostolic Church (ORAC) saw the need to be 
a support to the men and women returning to Westches-
ter and initiated The Catalyst, a post-release program. The 
Catalyst provides returning individuals with weekly an-
ger management classes, trips, motivational speakers and 
mentorship that extend beyond the life of the program.

As reflected by ORAC's support program, more than anger 
management is needed for successful re-entry.  Returning 
citizens are encouraged to utilize everyone in their per-
sonal re-entry circle of support, who can provide positive 
impact in the life of someone returning home.

Examples of key members in the circle of support are:
• Family Members/Friends - provide love and  
 encouragement; often supply basic needs such 
 as housing, food and financial assistance.

• Church Family - promotes spiritual growth and 
 provides positive activities

• Parole Officers - supervise returning citizens 
 and monitor behavior; assess needs and 
 develop transitional plan

• Therapist/Counselor - treats mental health 
 concerns; assists returning individuals with 
 learning strategies to manage stress as well as 
 challenge unhelpful thoughts and behaviors

• Anger Management Class Facilitator/Fellow 
 Students - provide strategies to manage anger 
 in healthier ways

• Mentor - offers advice to returning citizens; 

 someone to talk to; extends networking 
 opportunities

• Employer - hires and trains returning citizens; 
 provides space to practice skills; offers stable 
 source of income and positive activity

• Public Assistance Worker - provides linkages 
 to community resources (i.e., food stamps, 
 cash assistance, healthcare, housing subsidy)

• Non-profit Re-entry Service Providers - 
 organizations that provide services 
exclusively 
 to returning citizens

The above stakeholders may be accessed simultane-
ously or at various stages of the reintegration process.  
Some of the above examples may serve dual roles, 
so not all returning citizens may need to include all 
in their circle of support.  For example, an uncle may 
hire his released nephew to work for his construc-
tion business and allow him to live in his basement 
apartment.  This may eliminate the need for a sepa-
rate employer and public assistance/housing provider, 
since the family member is supplying both of those 
needs.  Each individual’s situation is unique and must 
be treated as such.

Navigation Key 
The returning citizen is not an island.  As lonely as 
the experience may seem, reintegrating to one’s home 
community is a group effort.  The key to successful 
re-entry is developing a large network of supportive 
individuals and organizations from various back-
grounds.
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BIBLE 

QUIZZERS

The 2019 quiz year was an epic one in which history 
was made. Under the theme: Apostolic Doctrine, the 
Bible Quiz ministry kicked off the year in February 

with the 1st major competition in Newark, Delaware. This 
competition set the stage for the remainder of the quiz year. 
From this tournament, several quizzers returned home with 
individual trophies and ribbons and also the 1st place trophy 
in the Beginner Division, and 2nd place trophy in the Junior 
Division.

In April, both teams traveled to Maryland to compete in the 
North Eastern Extravaganza. There the Bible quizzers once 
again made everyone proud by earning 3rd place (Begin-
ner Division) and 2nd place (Junior Division). In June, both 
teams competed at the New York Metro District Finals and 
attained 1st place.

For Several months the Bible quizzers studied, practiced, 
and competed all in preparation for the big event - The Na-
tional Junior Bible Quiz Tournament. After learning 176 
verses (Beginner Division) and 281 verses (Junior Division) 
they were well prepared and ready to travel to Branson, 
Missouri to accomplish a feat never witnessed before.

The Junior team consisting of Mackayla Salmon, Isaiah 
Smith, Jemia Mattison and coaches Lisa Evans and Hesketh 
Wade created history by placing 13th of 90 teams in the 
Junior Division. But that was simply not enough as team 
ORAC wanted more. The beginner team with coaches Os-
hika Whittaker and Ayanna Cole, and quizzers: Zenayde 
Whittaker, Joash Salmon, Josiah Mattison and Ionie Smith 
created history by doing what no other team in the State of 
New York has ever done before. This team placed 1st, of 70 
teams in the Beginner Division. What an awesome accom-
plishment! In addition, Oshika Whittaker coach of the be-
ginner team was one of 6 coaches who received the Coach 
of the Year Award.

Congratulations to the Pentecostals of Yorktown for placing 
9th in the Beginner Division and 4th in the Senior Division. 
Congratulations also to Elizabeth Nelson for earning the 
Quizzer of the Year award and Nyoker Nelson for earning 
Coach of the Year award.

A heartfelt thank you to all who supported the ministry with 
their donations, service and prayers.  You did make a differ-
ence!

Making History

OSHIKA WHITTAKER

ZDI  KORNER - KIDS TO WATCHK
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I was diagnosed with Type 1 diabe-
tes at the age of 3 after a random 
blood test.  I had a persistent cold 

and was taken for a second opinion 
where my family insisted on doing 
blood work.  I was given a prescrip-
tion and was told that if I felt better 
in a few days, the blood work would 
not be necessary.  Even though I felt 
better my mom had the blood work 
done anyway.   My blood sugar lev-
els were elevated and I was told to 
retest to confirm.  

On January 4, 2012 my family’s 
lives changed.  The blood results 
confirmed that I have Type 1 Diabe-
tes. I was instructed to immediately 
head to the hospital where I would 
spend an entire week learning about 
diabetes and managing it.  I learnt 
about how to count carbohydrates, 
perform finger sticks and adminis-
ter insulin.  This was by far one of 
the worst weeks of our lives.  Life as 
we knew it would never be the same.  
Everything would now change.  The 
doctor informed us that this disease 
is a life-long chronic illness.  My 
family was devastated but contin-
ued to trust God.  Mom politely in-
formed the doctor that this is what 
science dictates but she serves a God 
that is greater than science and can 
heal her son.  She also told him that 
I will be the first one he will witness 
healed from diabetes and he agreed 
that God can do anything.

Diabetes is a very challenging dis-

RESILIENT 

ease, especially for a child.  Type I Di-
abetes is when your pancreas produc-
es little or no insulin and causes your 
blood sugar levels to either rise or fall to 
dangerous levels.  I have to monitor my 
blood glucose levels several times per 
day by performing finger sticks and ad-
ministering insulin accordingly.  I also 
have to be checked overnight to prevent 
dangerous highs and lows which can in-
terrupt my sleep.  At school, I visit the 
nurse’s office often which sometimes 
causes me to miss eating lunch with my 
friends.  I also have to check my blood 
sugar before, during and after certain 
activities.  

My parents decided to take the lemons 
that we have been handed in life and 
make some really good lemonade.  We 
became involved with the Juvenile Di-
abetes Research Foundation (JDRF) to 
meet other kids with the disease and to 
get some advice and support from oth-
ers.  We started by attending the JDRF 
“One Walk” and later formed our own 
team, “Team Chandler,” which is an 
annual walk where funds are raised for 
research for a cure for diabetes.  We 
also attended other events and activities 
which the foundation offers.

The foundation has an event, JDRF 
Children’s Congress, which occurs ev-
ery two years and gives children with 
diabetes an opportunity to apply to be 
an advocate.  There are over a thousand 
applicants and 164 children are select-
ed to represent each state and five other 
countries. Once selected, they have the 

Beating the Odds:
The Resilient Chandler Edwards

ZDI  KORNER - KIDS TO WATCHK
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opportunity to visit Capitol Hill in Washington DC for 
three days and to meet with Federal lawmakers and 
advocate for funds for research for a cure for diabetes.  
We submitted a last-minute application and I was se-
lected to represent the state of New York for two years.  
This was a once in a lifetime experience.  I met with 
Senator Charles Schumer, Representative Nita Lowey 
and the staff of Senator Kirsten Gillibrand.  I got to 
meet actors and professional athletes with diabetes.  I 
also took part in a formal Hearing before the Senate.  

This event opened other opportunities for me to spread 
my influence to others.  There was an article about me 

in the local newspaper.  I was honored by my Town 
Supervisor, Paul Feiner, Greenburgh, NY and July 24, 
2019 was declared ‘Chandler Edwards Day’ in the en-
tire town of Greenburgh.  I also appeared on the Paul 
Feiner radio show for an interview on WVOX.   The 
town Supervisor has joined our JDRF walk team, ‘Team 
Chandler’ and will walk for a cure. 
 
I encourage other children who might be facing chronic 
diseases to know that God will be there with you no 
matter what you are going through, “For I can do ev-
erything through Christ, who gives me strength.”  Phi-
lippians 4:13 (NLT)

ZDI  KORNER - KIDS TO WATCHK
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Begining of Capitol Hill Hearing

meeting with chuch schumer
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delegates on the steps of capital hill

children's congress delegates 2019
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Jayda Rose Arabella Robinson
Date of Birth: October 22, 2018
Parents: Shana Kay & Dale-Earle Andre 
Robinson

“Our Dream from Jayda is that she makes 
Jesus Christ, her Lord, Savior, her all-in-all 
and her source.  Secularly, we hope that she 
achieves all that she puts her mind to accom-
plishing.”

BUNDLES of JOY

“Children are a gift from the LORD; they are a 
reward from him.”  Psalm 127:3 (NLT)

Jesus considered “the little ones” infinitely precious and 
he said, “Suffer the little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God,” 
Mark 10:14 (KJV).

The purpose of baby dedication is really to be found in the purpose of parents.  Right-
ly understood, the ceremony is one of parental dedication.  The parents are pledging 
themselves to obey the command of Paul, “Provoke not your children to wrath: but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).  This cere-
mony is meaningless unless parents dedicate themselves, as well as their child, to God.  

Within the past year 2017-2018 parents brought their bundles of joy to the Lord, ask-
ing for help to raise them in this cruel evil world and God heard their prayers.  These 
children are truly blessed.  They will grow and take the world by storm.  They will no 
doubt be world changers.  Watch out world!
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BUNDLES of JOY

Elise Orpah Belford
Date of Birth: January 28, 2019
Parents:  Mouya and Calvin Belford

“She is the glue that binds us”

Sarah Mendez
Date of Birth:  November 11, 2017
Parents: Stephanie & Dexroy Mendez

"Our prayer is that Sarah will be an instrument 
of praise into the Lord; she will walk in his path 
and his righteousness, and that she will dwell 
in the secret place of the Most High and abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty."

Alexis  A. Smith 
Date of Birth:  January 20, 2019 
Parents:  Rochel Ellis-Smith and Alrick Smith

“We would love to see Alexis go to an Ivy League college.” 
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